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On today's programme I'm going to be talking about the famous Icehotel at Jukkasjarvi in Sweden. Every year a team of builders and artists from all over the world come to the little village of Jukkasjarvi and build a hotel out of snow and ice. In the spring it melts and the next year they start all over again. The hotel, which is inside the Arctic Circle is just a short drive from the airport, and is suitable for most people except families with very young children. Jukkasjarvi has a small museum and a pretty church but not much else, so evenings are usually spent in the Icehotel, having a drink in the bar and admiring the building. The ice used to build the hotel is amazingly clear. When you open the doors and enter the hotel, the sight of this ice, with the light shining through it, is just fantastic. In late December and early January ice rooms will be ready for guests but other parts of the hotel will be unfinished. If you come at this time you will be able to watch the artists making their sculptures. If you prefer to see the hotel once everything is completed then the best time to travel is from the middle of January. Various activities are organised for guests at the Icehotel. There are guided tours of the hotel in English and Swedish at various times of the day where you can learn about the history of this fantastic place. You will also have the chance to make your own ice-sculpture. Classes are at 11 am daily. The hotel provides all the ice and tools you need and hot drinks - you just bring your ideas. There are also two different trips, both quite reasonably priced. One is a climbing trip to the top of Mount Puimonen from where there are wonderful views of the Icehotel. The other is a 5km cross country skiing trip. A driver takes you out and then you ski back to the hotel. It is a good idea to book these activities at least three weeks before your arrival as they fill up quickly. There is some heated accommodation at the hotel and if you are worried that sleeping in an ice room will not suit you, you can reserve one of the heated rooms at extra cost. You can of course spend all your nights in heated accommodation and not take the ice room at all, but in my opinion, this would be a shame.

